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text. Repeatedly they reject the emendations of earlier critical scholars who 
sought to make the text conform to their own ideas of what they believed the 
text ought to have been. The one weakness in Andersen and Freedman's 
approach is that they at times claim to observe literary patterns in the text that 
are difficult or impossible to defend. For instance, Micah 4-5 is claimed to be a 
coherent section based on the use of the word 'attn (392-393) . Unfortunately, 
'attn is not used prominently enough in these chapters to make a strong 
argument that Micah intended it to be an organizing principle. Andersen and 
Freedman seem to sense this weakness because their discussion is far too 
concerned with explaining why 'attn is an organizing principle despite its less­
than-prominent use in these chapters. 

This flaw aside, we can rejoice that at least one wing of critical scholarship is 
defending the MT text as it stands without resorting to the desh·uctive cut-and­
pas te methods of earlier generations. Yet, we should not mistake this 
commentary as completely friendly to the confessional Lutheran 
understanding of Scripture and its purpose. It does not mount a defense of the 
book as actually originating with a historical Micah of Moresheth, does not 
seek to bring to the fore the beautiful gospel which points to Christ throughout 
the book, nor does it understand the law and gospel dynamic that is essential 
for correctly grappling with the issues the prophet addresses. Moreover, it 
does not offer many insights into the meaning of the text that will be useful for 
preparing a sermon or Bible class on Micah. This is probably due to the minimal 
theological interests of the authors (an unfortunate consequence of mildly 
higher-critical scholarship that has reacted to the more strident critical 
scholarship that seeks to inject into the text whatever human-based theology is 
popular at the moment) . Andersen and Freedman wrote for an academic 
audience that is interested in questions of text and literary analysis. We can be 
grateful for their conservative approach to the text, even though we find little 
theological analysis in their conunentary. 

Andrew E. Steinmann 
Concordia University 

River Forest, Illinois 
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