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something a bout squeezing the Word down to basics that is alarming. If the 
point of the Bible is to get the story of God across in IO or 20 easy lessons, 
that would be accomplished easily enough. But most people who feel drawn 
to the Good Book see some splendid nuances in what they read; subtleties 
take thought and concentration to unravel. In this new version, the 
messages get plain and crisp. The Lord loses some grandeur, and the reader 
loses some awe. 

One objective of the consensed Bible may have been to counter the growing 
religious illiteracy fostered by television. We doubt that the Digest Bible will 
counteract that problem. We disagree with the encomium of one of it editors 
who described this Bible as being "the most valuable version of the Bible 
available to today's readers." 

Raymond F. Surburg 

THE CHRISTIAN CHURCH: BIBLICAL ORIGIN, HISTORICAL 
TRANSFORMATION, AND POTENTIAL FOR THE FUTURE. By Hans 
Schwarz. Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 1983. 382 pages. Cloth. No 
price given. 

Hans Schwarz dedicates this theofogical monograph to his former colleagues 
at Trinity (Capitol) Lutheran Seminary, Columbus, Ohio. Though the work is 
an exegetical, dogmatical, and historical study of the doctrine of the church, it 
also attempts to provide a blueprint for its future existence. Schwarz has been 
recog~ized as belonging to the theology of hope movement. It is not surprising 
therefore that the church is understood as that symbol towards which all 

· mankind (society) is striving. Thus he can speak of the people of God being 
separated not even by religious distinctions. The theology of hope is b)I 
definition universalistic, and it is difficult not to avoid seeing Schwarz's 
monograph in this light. The influence of Vatican II is easily recognized. The 
commission to Peter in Matthew 16 is seen as the church's foundation, but in 
more than one place the authenticity of these words of Jesus is questioned. The 
value of this study is that the doctrine of the church is discussed from theolo­
gical, exegetical, and historical perspectives and can be considered useful from 
this perspective. These discussions can be enlightening, even if one's escha­
tology does not lean in Moltmann's direction. For example, do we really want to 
say that the church's task is to reform society (p. 318)? Peter is given the proper 
place in the establishment of the church, but the second printing might want to 
say that he denied,and not betrayed, Jesus three times (p. 34). 

David P. Scaer 

JUST AS I AM. By Harvey Cox. Abingdon Press, Nashville, 1983. Cloth. 159 
pages. $10.95. 

I was drawn to this autobiography since the author had been one of the 
shakers of religious foundations in the I 960's with his The Secular City. As with 
many of the "God is dead" theologians, Harvey Cox has slipped into oblivion. 
While these men were the theological rage a generation ago, there is hardly a 
theological student who would care to pursue their thinking with any se1 ous­
ness today. Just As I Am may be the biography of a one-time theological revolu­
tionary but as literature it is not atypical of the life story of Protestant divines. 
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(Lutheran pastors, unlike their Reformed counterparts, do not understand their 
lives and careers as Hei/sgeschichte and are less likely to write these Gospel-like 
histories of themselves.) Such literature is fascinating because it reveals how a 
one-time revolutionary thinks of himself. Without claiming to be a literary critic 
in such matters, these stories all seem to read the same. The autobiographers 
seem to be obsessed with the influences of others in their theological 
development. These books are written versions of morning talk shows. 

Cox goes back 250 years to pre-Revolutionary days to begin his story. He sees 
himself almost as a type of reincarnation of his Quaker ancestors, who helped 
bury, but who did not help defend, the American patriots slaughtered by the 
British in Paoli, Pennsylvania. It is almost like reading Matthew's geneology of 
Jesus . What would have happened if Cox had found anarchists and despots in 
his geneology? His Harvard doctoral dissertation, "Religion and Technology 
from the Renaissance to Present," seems to have had no influence on him and 
quite clearly on no one else. It did give him the credentials for his theological 
explorations. His Baptist Free Church spirit provided entrance into black 
churches and civil rights movements with Martin Luther King. He writes drama­
tically of his stay in a Williamston, North Carolina, jail for participation in the 
civil rights movement. A vivid description is given of the poor food and the 
eating of a cheese sandwich to break the fast. His stay could have been scarely 
more than a few days. It must have made an impression on him because he was 
terrified of the prospects of jail in Iran. No cause took him to Tehran. He was just 
changing places and unwittingly purchased tax-free booze for an anonymous 
person at the airport. He boarded an airplane to India before authorities were 
aware that an infraction had taken place. Such misdemeanors are not of salvific 
importance, but they do show that even the theologically prominent are really no 
different than the rest of us. 

It is difficult to disagree with Cox's own assessment that he may have peaked 
too early when, in his early thirties; The Secular City in eleven translations 
became an international best seller. For the present he must continue to live off 
his past reputation. His After the Secular City, scheduled to appear in two years, 
will not change things. American preachers and theologians (non-Lutheran 
ones) have understood themselves as prophets to society, even when society is 
not listening to them. Cox belongs to this colonial American tradition. 

David P. Scaer 




