


































































































































































































































214 CONCORDIA THEOLOGICAL QUARTERLY 

THE NEW FACE OF THE EVANGELICALISM. AN INTERNATIONAL 
SYMPOSIUM ON THE LAUSANNE COVENANT. Edited by C. RP.ne 
Padilla. InterVarsity Press, Downers Grove, Illinois, 1976. 282 pages. Paper. $4 .95 . 

This is a symposium on the text of the Lausanne Covenant, adopted at the 
International Congress on World Evangelization, held at Lausanne, Swit­
zerland, July 16-25, 1974. At this congress there were brought together 2,473 
participants from 150 countries and 135 clenominAtions. One of the outcomes of this international gathering was issuing of a statement on evangelism which was 
signed by a significant percentage of the participants at the end of the Congress. 
It was hoped that the Covenant would be a rallying point for Christians all over 
the world. 

The Lausanne Covenant is divided into fifteen sections which are placed in 
the following order: 1. The Purpose of God; 2. The Authority and Power of the 
Bible; 3. The Uniqueness and Universality of Christ; 4. The Nature of 
Evanirelism: 5. Christian Social Resnonsibilitv; 6. The Church and Evangelism; 7. Co-operation in Evangelism; 8. Churches in Evangelistic Part-
nership; 9. The Urgency of the Evangelistic Tasks; 10. Evangelism and Culture; 
11. Education and Leadership; 12. Spiritual Conflict; 13. Freedom and Per­
secution; 14. The Power of the Holy Spirit; and 15. The Return of Christ. 
This :nuu-word document was prepared by Ur. James u. Douglas on the basis 
of the main naoers to be delivered at Lausanne. It was in turn revised in the light of comments received from consultants by a drafting committee made up 
of Rev . John Stott, Dr. James D. Douglas, Mr. Samuel Escobar, Mr. 
Leighton Ford and Dr. Hudson Armerding. At the Congress itself further 
revisions of the Covenant were made, incorporating also changes suggested by memoers or me vongress . 

In the introduction, the editor of this symposium, C. Rene Padilla, who has 
worked as a staff member of the International Fellowship of Evangelical 
Students in Latin America for many years and who is currently the Director of 
their Spanish literature program in Buenos Aires, Argentina, gives an analysis 
of the distinctive characteristics of the Lausanne Covenant. Padilla claims that 
" the Lausanne Covenant is little more than a detailed outline for an 
evangelical theology of missions" (p. 15) . The great contribution of the 
Lausanne Covenant is that "evangelicalism has taken a stand against the 
mutilated Gospel and the narrow view of the Church's mission that were 
defacing it, and has definitely claimed for itself a number of Biblical features 
that it tended to minimize or even destroy . Thus it has not only enhanced its 
appearance but has also given evidence of its intention to be a faithful 
reflection of its Saviour and the Lord, Jesus Christ" (p . 15) . 

The following contributors have written, each on one of the paragraphs of 
the Lausanne Covenant: Carl F. H. Henry, John R. W . Stott, Saphir Philip 
Athyal, Michael Cassidy, Athol Gill, Peter Savage, Howard A. Synder, 
Orlando E. Costas, John Gatu, Jacob A. Loewen, Jonathan Chao, C. Rene 
Padilla, A.N. Observer, Michael Griffiths, Samual Escobar. The majority of 
writers are from Asia, Africa, Australia, South and Central America. Out of the 
15 writers, one is from America and possibly two from Europe. 

The Lausanne Covenant reflects the theological position: "In essentials unity 
and in non-essential charitv." This was the precise approach of original 
American fundamentalism as represented in The Fundamentals. The 
theological background of the writers is that of Calvinism and Arrninianism. In 
the area of church order, the sacraments and eschatology, this document is 
willing to allow latitude of interpretation, because if it did not there could not 
be a loosely-affiliated group of divergent Protestant and Pentecostal churches 
and denominations. There are many that will challenge the theological un­
derstanding of the Covenant as to the exact meaning of the purpose of 
missions . The Lausanne Covenant mixes the _ two kingdoms which Luther 
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insisted must be kept separate. Padilla himself admits that "the Lausanne 
Covenant is little more than a detailed outline for an evangelical theology of 
missions. But it raises a number of issues that define the agenda for 
theological reflection in the coming years" (p. 15). 

Raymond F. Surburg 
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